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TVUSD ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENTS OF NEW ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT’S 

 
On Tuesday, June 18, 2020, the Temecula Valley Unified School District Board of Education 
approved the appointment of three assistant superintendents, effective July 1, 2020, pending formal 
approval of contracts.  The appointments are to fill positions vacated due to promotions, 
retirements, and restructuring.  
  
Dr. Karen Valdes has been appointed to serve as Assistant Superintendent of Educational Support 
Services.  Dr. Valdes assumes the position being vacated by Ms. Jodi McClay, TVUSD’s current 
Deputy Superintendent, who will serve as TVUSD’s new Superintendent beginning August 1. 
Dr. Valdes previously served in TVUSD as a teacher for over ten years, twice being honored as 
Teacher of the Year and earning the Riverside County Teacher of the Year title in 1997.  She was 
recruited to serve as an Instructional Coordinator and Director at Riverside County Office of 
Education, where she served for a decade before becoming the Assistant Superintendent of 
Educational Support Services in the Menifee Union School District for twelve years, from 2006-
2018. She has served the past two years as the Assistant Superintendent of Student Support 
Services in Hemet Unified where she utilized her expertise in instruction to benefit special 
education, child welfare, and student services. In addition, Dr. Valdes has served on the California 
State Board of Education.   
  
Mr. Francisco Arce has been appointed to serve as Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources 
Development.  Mr. Arce assumes the position vacated by retiring administrator, Mr. Ray Johnson. 
Mr. Arce hails most recently from Chino Valley Unified School District, where he has served as the 
Director of Human Resources.  Before that, he served as a middle school and high school 
administrator, most recently as Principal of Heritage High School within the Perris Union High 
School District.  At Heritage, he was hailed for being an “amazing leader” who dedicated himself 
tirelessly to improve conditions for all students and staff.  

  
Mrs. Kimberly Velez has been appointed to serve as Assistant Superintendent of Student Support 
Services.  Mrs. Velez came to TVUSD as a special education teacher from Oceanside in 2002. 
She served as an SDC and third-grade teacher at Nicolas Valley Elementary School and became 
an elementary assistant principal in 2005.  She was then promoted to Principal of Pauba Valley 
Elementary School in 2007.  In 2010, she was tapped to come to the district office as Director of 
Special Education, where she was tasked with continuing to grow strong instructional programs in 
all areas of special education, improving compliance across programs, building and establishing our 
SELPA, creating a Student Welfare and Success Department, and much, much more.  She was 
named TVUSD Certificated Administrator of the Year in 2017.  
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